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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

CAST (in order of appearance):

Antonio . - RAPHAEL KLATZEIN

Solerio ARI KUTAI

Solandp | . . . s BARUCH DAVID

Bazzanio YEHUDA EPHRONE

Lorenzo ., . . SHLOMO BAR SHAVIT

Gratiano ITZHAK BAREKET

Balthasar MENAHEM BEJAMINI

Stephno ) URI KOVALSKY

Postinc- 5 o SHOSHANA RAVID

Nerissa ; ADA TAL

Shvlock- . . . . . . AHRON MESKIN /SHIMON FINKEL

“The Prince of Maroce . NAHUM BUCHMAN

Servants - . . BAT SHEVA ROZENBAUM

b Tarik SHULAMIT KAPLAN
TIEVA DAR

Lancelot Gobbo . . SHMUEL SEGAL

Old Gobbo . . DAVID VARDI

Leonmrdo |, . . . ISRAEL RUBENTCHIK

Jessica ILANA KUPER

The Prince of Arragon .

[ AVRAHAM NINIO
ISRAEL RUBENTCHIK

Tubal s . . HAIM AMITAI
Head of Magnificoes . YEHUDA RUBINSTEIN
The Duke | . -+ . . DAVID VARDI

Writer of the Court .

ISRAEL RUBENTCHIK

Magnificoes of Venice, officers of the court, Galoer, Servants and other

attendants: Bath Sheva Rosenbaum, Tikva Dar, Shulsmit Kaplan,

Urd Kovalsky, Josef Kalman, Sami Molcho, Amnon Chizik, Jacob

Gilboa, Avraham Furman, Shlomo Chermon, Nachum Dekel, Jochanan
Pneal,

Chorus: Nurit Greenberg, Zafrira Yaroni, Rina Chaimov, Malka Ofrat,
Shlomo Chermon, Jacob Gilboa, Yochanan Pneal, Nachum Dekel
Ayrabam Furman,

is supported &

P in the U.5. A, Canads & Mexico by the American Fund for lirssl Institutions.
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Assistant Director and Stage Manager: g
JOSEF RODAN
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STAFF FOR THE .MERCHANT OF VENICE"

Setting executed by B, Kadad / Con-

struction Work: N, Katz / Technical

Supervision — B. Freem, A, Frente /

Costumes: A, Shnel, Fevelovitz, O.B.G.

/ Lightning by M. Liberman / Wigs:
H, Meii—M, Kav-Or,
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY

The Merchani of Venice, like a Symphony and like all Shakespeare’s Romances, de-
velopes several themes.

There is the theme of love: Antonio for Bassanio; Bassanio for Portia; Gratiano
for Nerissa; Shylock for his daughter, Jessica; Jessica for Lorenzo.

There is the theme of the Jew who demands, but does not receive, Justice; the
Christians who preach, but do not practice, Mercy.

There is the theme of Portia’s suitors: under the terms of her father’s will, the
first man to choose the right one of three caskets — gold, silver and lead — has
the right to marry her.

There is the theme of Jessica’s abduction: her mother is dead, her father, Skylock,
is preoccupied and very strict. Her lover, Lorenzo, one of the same set in Venetian
society to which Antonio and Bassanio belong, finds her a willing accomplice. She
elopes with him, taking a large part of her father’s fortune.

There is the theme of “the pound of flesh”, which is the security for money lent
by Shylock to Antomio, At first the agreement is a jest. After but only after, he
has been cruelly wronged by Antonio’s friends, Shylock enforces the terms.

These themes interlock. The loan is raised by Antonio to finance Bassanio’s suit
to Portia. Bassanio has to choose between the right casket. It is under cover of
the party given to celebrate the sailing of Bassanio to Belmont, Portia’s home, that
Lorenzo elopes with Jessica.

The first act ends with the elopement and the departure for Belmont.

The second with Skylock’s determination to exact the pound of flesh.

In the third the great Trial Scene is followed by a scene, in Shakespeare’s finest vein
of romantic comedy, which brings the lovers together and the play to an elegantly
artificial conclusion.
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NOTE ON THE PRODUCTION TYRON GUTHRIE

The play is called The Merchant of Venice. The Merchant is not Shylock, but Antonio. Shylock
is @ Merchant, but not of Venice.

Shakespeare places side by side the two ideas of Justice and Mercy and the two characters of
Antonio and Shylock.

Shylock acts throughout consistently with his professed morality, in which the law, not sentiment,
is the guardian of justice. It is true that, in rejecting the wonderful plea for mercy which
Shakespeare puts into the mouth of Portia, Shylock shows a bloodthirsty passion for revenge; but

he is not untrue to his principles,

The Christians, on the other hand, not only provoke Shylock beyond the limits of human en-
durance by Lorenzo’s theft in a drunken frolic of Shylock’s daughter, Jessica, who elopes with
a considerable part of her Father's fortune; at the Trial they display a shocking disregard for
Christian principles, Not five minutes after her moving appeal for mercy, Portia brings upon
Shylock the savage retribution of an obviously anti-Semitic Court. The Christians at this

point show neither mercy nor justice,

As in all his Romances, Shakespeare does not confine himself to a single theme or a single
story. Side by side with the Mercy-Justice theme runs that of The Caskets, like something out
of Boccaccio or The Arabian Nights; and parallell with the Courtship of Bassanio and Portia
runs that of Gratiano and Nerissa, making a quartette of lovers in the manner of early Italian

comedy,

It has been our endeavour to make all these interwoven themes lively. It is true that in Israel,
the character of Shylock inevitably assumes special importance; it is also true that upon
Shylock Shakespeare lavished his richest humour, philosophy and rhetoric, whereas Antonio, who
promises in the opening scenes to be a character no less interesting, lapses into a rather passive
figure. None of this alters the fact that Shylock is only one strand, albeit the most highly-

coloured, in an essentially complex, many-coloured pattern.

Neither the play nor the style of the production is realistic; but we endeavour to suggest that
the characters are real men and women not just stock figures of romance or operetta. For
this reason the actors appear in contemporary clothes rather than in the picturesque and, for

our epoch essentially theatrical apparel of renaissance Venice.
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PRESENTS

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE
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HABIMAH

presents

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'’S

THE MERCHANT
OF VENICE

PREMIERE: TEL-AVIV, 24.2.1959




