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SYNOPSIS OF ,,THE TREES DIE STANDING”

The curtain rises on a strange sort of office where we find assembled a priest, a hunter, a con-
jurer and a pickpocket, It appears that this is the office of a company established by a millionaire,
one Dr, Ariel, who has decided to place his capital at the service of suffering humanity. But
this company does not proffer material first-aid but spiritual help.

An old spinster sitting alone on a bench in a park is suddenly approached by one of the workers
who begins to court her. Norwegian sailors reaching a strange port are welcomed by a man
who speaks their language and sings to them their native folk songs to assuage their loneliness.
Hunters going out to the hills are met by an unknown man who leads them to the lairs of
numberless rabbits, so that they will not return from the hunt empty-handed. People sitting in
a dreary square in a city and yawning with boredom are suddenly startled by the appearance
of a ghost, which gives them abundant material to talk about for many days.

In a single day two incidents take place in the office. The first is the arrival of a despairing
young girl who has been offered employment in the office after an attempt to take her own life,
The second is the case of an old professor who tells a strange story. It appears that he had
lost his entire family many years before, All that was left to him and his wife was one grand-
cbild who had turned out such a scoundrel that his grandfather had driven him out of the
house after he had been caught housebreaking, But the grandmother has been grieving all
these years for her grandchild who has since become a criminal and blackmailer. To make
her happy again the grandfather pretends that he is in contact with the grandson, He writes
letters in the name of the grandson, who is supposed to be living in Canada, addressed to the
grandmother, and he tells her that he has become an architect and also that he has married.

All goes well until one dark day a true cable arrives stating that the real grandson is coming on a
visit. The shocked grandfather is somewhat relieved to hear that the ship on which he is
travelling has sunk, but he has not the heart to disappoint his old wife who has been waiting
for him twenty years.

In the “Good Deed Office” a plan is formed. The office manager will appear before the old

woman in the guise of the lost grandson, and the new and unhappy office clerk will act the
part of his wife,

.

For a time the plan works wonderfully. The supposed grandson and his pretended wife visit
the grandfather and the grandmother and play their parts so convincingly that fhey even manage
the trick being played on the grandmother. He seizes the opportunity to turn the matter to his
to fall in love with one another but unfortunately the real grandson is alive and has learned about
the trick being played on the grandmother, He seizes the opportunity to turn the matter to his

advantage and to blackmail his grandfather, who cannot bear that his wife should learn the
truth lest the shock kill her,

The attempt at blackmail fails, It seems that the old grandmother was not quite so deaf
and so blind as everyone thought, Secretly she herself drives the real grandson away, to
prevent the destruction of the sweet illusion of those who have tricked her with such loving
intent, She resolves that death will come to her like the death of a tree, while she still stands
erect and proud.




THE LIFE OF ALEJANDRO CASONA

The poet Casona was born in Spain in 1903. After completing his studies in two
universities, he began his career as a teacher of literature, at first in rural schools,
and later as the director of a theatre, where his principal aim was to educate the
poor and ignorant villagers. This aim found further expression when the Spanish
Republic was declared in 1931 and the great movement for the enlightenment of
the ignorant masses began. As director of the “Popular Theatre” in those days,
Casona and his friend the poet F. G. Lorca, the director of the “Hut Theatre”,
began to wander all over Spain, bringing to villages their plays about the simple life
and simple joys. Their slogan was, “Restore to the people what belongs to them.”

When the Republic fell, and after the death of Lorca (in Granada in 1936). Casona
was forced to leave his native land, as were many other artists and writers. He
left for Argentine where he still lives and works.

His first play, “The Daughter of the Sea”, which was published and performed
in 1934, won the Lope de Vega prize, and since then he has become well known
throughout the world of the theatre. His play “The Legend of the River” was
performed by Habimah in 1951.

“The trees die standing” has enjoyed a tremendous success, especially in the East,
It has been performed in Moscow, Kiev, Leningrad, Odessa and other Russian cities
as well as many capitals in both the Eastern and Western countries.

JOSEPH SHEN - THE DIRECTOR

The director, Joseph Shen, learned the art of the theatre in Moscow. There he completed his
studies in the studio attached to the Jewish Theatre on the name of Michols and at the Theatre
Academy on the name of Lunacharsky . He devoted his days to study and his evenings to acting
as a student of the Moscow Jewish Theatre, where Zuskin, who came from the same place
in Lithuania, took him under his wing.

Joseph Shen was influenced by Mickols. Zuskin, Leonidov, and other famous actors. His teacher
at the Theatre Academy was a producer who had worked with Stanislawski, Vachtangov and
others,

Shen then turned to stage direction and production, After a brief period as a director in Moscow,
he became the director of the National Theatre in one of the Baltic countries where he staged
the classic works of Shakespeare, Balzac, Goldoni, and of modern playwrights such as Shaw,
A. Casona, and of course Gogol, Chekov, Gorki, and Soviet dramatists. In 1954 he was
officially honoured by the Scviet Government for his achievements in the theatre. In 1957
he attained one of the highest prizes awarded by the Soviet Republic in the realm of the arts.

Joseph Shen also directed many Russian films, organized festivals, and wrote on the drama
for the local press.
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