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SUMMERY

Hedda Tesman is the daughter of the late
General Gabler, who died without leaving
her anything. She is approaching thirty, and
after some years of an active social life, she
has married Jurgen Tesman, who has a
fellowship in the history of art. He has been
brought up by his two aunts, Julle and Rina,
and is now hoping for a chair at the University.
At the opening of the play Hedda and Jurgen
have just returned from a sixmonth-long
honeymoon. Jirgen has spent his time
studying and working, while Hedda, as she
confides to their friend Brack, has been bored.
Although clearly feeling distaste towards
her husband, she has become pregnant,
a fact she has so far concealed from her
surroundings. Jargen is met on arrival by the
bad news that he is going to have to compete
for the chair with one of Hedda's former
admirers, Eilert Lovborg.

The latter is known to be a bohemian, gifted
but prone to drinking too much. In recent
years, however, he has lived quietly and
soberly, and written two theses inspired by
and in collaboration with Thea Elvsted. At the
beginning of the play he has arrived in the
city, bringing one of the manuscripts with him.
Thea, who is deeply in love with him, has left
her husband and followed him. In the course
of barely two days Hedda stages a number
of happenings with dramatic consequences.

She gets Lovborg to break his sobriety and
go to a "stag party" at Brack's. During the
festivities he loses the manuscript of his
new book. Jurgen Tesman finds it and gives
to Hedda to look after, but Hedda does not
tell Lovborg this. Instead, she burns the
manuscript and gives him one of her father's
pistols, telling him to shoot himself "beautifully”.
Far from this, Lovborg is accidentally shot at
a brothel, and Brack, who knows where the
pistol came from, uses this knowledge to try to
blackmail Hedda into becoming his mistress.
Meanwhile, Thea and Tesman find close
companionship in the work of reconstructing
Lovborg's manuscript on the basis of notes
Thea has kept. When Hedda realizes that she
is in Brack's power and has nothing more to
live for, she turns to the ultimate solution.
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