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On the first day of his reign, King Creon attempts to establish his rule with a 
series of harsh laws and decrees. He proclaims an edict forbidding the burial of 
the traitor Polynices who rose up against Thebes, the city of his birth, and tried 
to conque it. When the King orders Polynices’ body to be left in the field, 
Polynices’ sister Antigone, for whom the burial rites are loftier than the King’s 
arbitrary law, defies the King’s order. She secretly buries her beloved brother. 
The King orders Antigone to be buried alive, but following the warning of the 
soothsayer Tiresias and the pleadings of the Theban elders, he decides to release 
her. But he is too late. Antigone takes her own life and is followed by her 
betrothed, Haemon. 
 
As in every Greek tragedy, pride ad arrogance lead to ruination ‘’Great words of 
boasting bring great destruction’’’ 


