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Gustav, Fernand and René are three Word War One veterans, who pass their 
monotonous days in military hospital by engaging in verbal battles of long-
forgotten military campaigns, fantasies about young women, grumblings about 
the staff, and reflections on their lives. René is afflicted by a gammy leg, Gustave 
suffers from agoraphobia, and Fernand passes out because of a piece of shrapnel 
lodged in his brain. Their cantankerous camaraderie becomes strained when 
they start to think about an escape plan, and dream of freedom.  


