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Volpone, a confidence-trickster from the Levant, has succeeded in amassing a fortune;
With the assistance of his secretary-cum-parasite, Mosca, he pretends to be in a state of
mortal sickness; in this way he swindles money and property out of people by promising them
all separately that they are his sole heir. Mosca provides the tactics of the enterprise, Volpone
the strategy. The most regular victims are Voltore, a lawyer, Corvino, a business-man, and
Corbaccio, a usurer. Canina, a successful prostitute is anxious to marry Volpone, under the
impression he is impotent.
Through Volpone's agreed and cruelty there runs a vin of obsessive puritanism; he is
genuinely disgusted by the hypocrisy of his victims, but his feeling only intensifies his desire
to punish and humiliate them further. The action is a vicious circle. Mosca's attitude is more
normal and frivolous; he is all for spending more of the fortune on having a good time, but
Volpone will not be diverted from his diabolical crusade. As he has rescued Mosca from a
debtor's prison, Mosca is powerless to influence him.
Their plots and deceptions grow more elaborate and outrageous. Eventually, there is a
scandal. Volpone is caught trying to rape Corvino's young wife, and taken to court. With the
aid of Voltore, however, justice is evaded. Volpone is acquitted, and the plaintiff, Corbaccio's
som, the innocent Leone is sentenced to a flogging for contempt in court.
Thus encouraged, Volpone plots a final, supreme villainy; this time Mosca resists, realizing
the risk, but Volpone, obsessed beyond reason by the intensity of his idea, over-rules him.
This time, however, he goes too far. The wheel of Fortune undergoes a violent gear-change.
The vicious circle is broken. Or is a new one created?

