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The Governor of a Georgian city is overthrown and killed by a nobles' revolt. His wife flees,
leaving her baby son. Grushe, a servant girl, takes it and looks after it; she escapes to her
brother's in the mountains, where she has to marry a supposedly dying peasant in order to
give it a name and a status. When the revolt ends the Governor's wife sends troops to fetch
Grushe and the child back to the city, and sues for the child's return. With the beginning of the
fourth act the story flashes back to the day of the revolt to trace the disreputable career to
Azdak, a tramp like village rogue whom the rebellious soldiers appoint judge. In the last act he
tries the case, and settles it by reversing the old test of the Chalk Circle: the child is given to
Grushe because she cannot bear the traditional tug-of-war which is supposed to end in the
child's being drawn out of the circle by maternal attraction. At the same time he gives Grushe
a divorce so that she can return to her soldier fiancé. The final moral is that the child should
go to whoever serves him best.

