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The play may be considered as just a fairytale, which, reminds us to a certain
Extent of the Story of "Hansel and Gretel". Two children, the son and
daughter of poor parents, who work in the forest, walk about in the woods a,d
– through may adventures – meet bad and good spirits, living in the forest,
and in the end are saved from all dangers.
But in Maeterlink's play we do not deal with just an innocent fairytale, although
all its actions are in the form of a legend. The main idea of this play is a
symbol. The children are looking for the "Blue Bird" and that bird sympolizes
happiness, which no man can ever attain in all his adventures on earth, for
happiness has its place in man's heart.
First Scene
The woodcutter's house, where Tyltyl and Mytyl, brother and sister, live. A
neighbour enters, telling the children that her little daughter is ill and will not
recover unless given the Blue Bird, that imaginary bird, which brings its owner
happiness and gives him power over the forces of nature. The children have
never heard of the bird and do not know where to look for it. Here it becomes
evident that this meeting with the neighbour, as all the other scenes of the
play, are taking place in the children's dream. Only at the play's end do the
children awake from their sleep.
In their dream the old neighbour appears as a witch, but the children do o see
her as a terrifying creature of the old formula, but as a good-natured fairy. She
gives Tyltyl a hat containing a diamond, which-while turning round reveals all
objects in the house not in their everyday light, but in their soul's reflection.
These souls of all the objects in the house and of the animals will help the
children to look for the Blue Bird.
In the next scene we find out that this this is not so easily done. Only the
"Light" comes to their old and the "Dog" also remains loyal. The "Cat" plots
evil devices and turns hostile. She is afraid lest man find the Blue Bird and
thus gain more power to rule the world.
The following scenes show he escort (except the "Light" and the "Dog") turns
from our small heroes' side. Thus, by the poet's charming drawings, we learn
the souls of the bread, the milk, the sugar, the fire, the water etc. In the
beginning the children look for the "Blue Bird" in the "Land of Memory" then
with the horrors and monsters of the "Night" further in the "Gardens of
Happiness" full of brutal joys and beautiful ones, among them "Mother's
Love", which appears as a fine and pure happiness, then the children come to
the cemetery and continue towards the "Kingdom of the Future", where
unborn babies await their turn to be born. In the end it becomes evident tha
the Blue Bird has flown away and disappeared. And yet the small eighour's
recovers: Tyltyl and Mytyl have brought her great happiness by giving her an
ordinary, small bird a gift of true love.

