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As his career draws to its close, Moliere returns more and more to his early 

love, the broad farce. It is considered such hilarious designs as this play and 

"Scapin" as the greatest devision of their author's versatile art. The first extant 

play of Moliere is a farce: "La Jalousie de Barbonille". And so is the last :"Le 

Malade imaginaire".  

One night as he came off the stage from acting this last fracze, he said: "My 
friends, I have played the imaginary sick man, but I am sick indeed. Two 
hours later, he was dead. 
Tragedy, held like a jewel in the matrix of laughter –this is the symbol of 
Moliere's life and works.     

 


