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The neighbourhood lawyer Alfieri, acting as a Greek chorus figure and
speaking in measured phrases of the Greek, and Roman past, in relation to
this story, reminding us of the "violent world that has fallen to stones", tells us
about one of his most interesting cases. The tale of Eddie Carbone, a
longshoreman, who lives with his wife Beatrice and his niece Catherine in the
bayside slum-district of Brooklyn called Red Hook. The play slowly and quietly
as they plan to smuggle into the country two Italian cousins whose family is
starving in Italy.
Not long after they arrive, the younger unmarried cousin Rodolpho, a blonde
and cheerful boy, is inevitably attracted to Catherine and she to him.
Gradually we are made aware of the terrible circumstance that Eddie, too, is
in love with the girl. His intense and unrealized carving for his nice and his
guilt and inability to face the truth about himself drives him to invent the fiction
that Rodolpho is a homosexual and only want to marry Catherine so that he
can become an American citizen. He tries to enlist the help of the lawyer
Alfieri and is warned, there is nothing he can do. In final desperation he

commits the unforgivable sin of betraying the cousins to the immigration
authorities.
When the second cousin Marco comes to avenge himself, his brother,
Rodolpho and his starving family, Eddie draws a knife, and in the fight that
follows, is himself stabbed to death.
Alfieri end the play with the plea:
"When will we have truly move on?
On and away from that dark place,
That world that has fallen to stones".

